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Iƛ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ 
 

¢ !bW ŀƴŘ .ƭŀŎƪ YƴƛƎƘǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ /ŀōƛƴ CŜǾŜǊ ǎƘƻƻǘ Ǌŀƛƴ-ƻǳǘ ŘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мрмҌ 
ǎƘƻƻǘŜǊǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƭŀǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǎƘƻƻǘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ŦŀŎŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ нпҌ 
ǎƘƻƻǘŜǊǎ ŀǘ hōƛǎǎƻǉǳƛƻǘ .ƻǿƳŀƴΩǎ ¢!bW Ϧ¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ 
.ƻǿǎ hƴƭȅϦ aŀǊŎƘ aŀŘƴŜǎǎ ǎƘƻƻǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻƻǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
Ǌǳƴ ōȅ ¢!bW ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊ tŜǘŜ hƴŜǎǝ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ L ǊŜŎƻƳπ
ƳŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜ ōǳǘ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘ 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΦ  L ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎΦ 
 
CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ōƛƎ Ƴŀƴϥǎ ǎƘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢!bWΦ  L ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ 5ƻŎ 5Ŝ/ŀǊƻ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ Ǉǳǘ 
ƛƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ Ƙƛǎ 
ϦǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘΦϦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƘƛƳ ŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
ǎƘƻƻǘ ǎǝƭƭΗ  L ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ǊƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ǎǘŀǊǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ¢!bW {ǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ Iǳƴǘǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǎŜǩƴƎ ǳǇ ¢!bW ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ bW ¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ н-Řŀȅ ǎƘƻƻǘΣ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ нлмфΦ 
 
CƻǊ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƘƻƻǝƴƎ 
ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŀǊŎƘŜǊȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ƪƛŘΦ  L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǎƘƻƻǝƴƎ 
ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ȅƻǳƴƎΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻƳπ
ǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŀǊŎƘŜǊ ǳǇ ƛƴ aŀƛƴŜΦ  L ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǳǇ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
ǘƻ ǎƘƻƻǘ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘƻƻǘǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΦ L ǎƘƻǘ ƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ƻũ ŀǎ ŀ ƪƛŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪ ǳǇ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ 
ŀƊŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǝǾŜ ŀǘ ²ŀ-·ƻ-.Ŝ ƻǾŜǊ 
ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǝƳŜΦ L ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ōǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƛƴǘƻ ¢!bW ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
ŀƭƭ ōŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǝƻƴΦ 
 
L ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ ¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ !ǊŎƘŜǊȅ 
wŜƴŘŜȊǾƻǳǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻƻǘ ǘƻ 
ŀƴȅ ŘƛŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǎƘƻƻǘŜǊǎΦ  L ŀƳ ŀ ŘƛŜƘŀǊŘ ǘǊŀŘƛπ
ǝƻƴŀƭ ǎƘƻƻǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƳ ƻŦ ¢!bWΦ  L ŀƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ 
ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ {ŀƴǘƻ !ǊƳŀƴƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ǳǇ  

ŀǎ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƘƻƻǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ƻǾŜǊ 
ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ р ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƳǇƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ 
²ƘƛǩƴƎƘŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻƻǝƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΦ  {ŀƴǘƻ ƛǎ ŀ 
ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŀǊŎƘŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǘƻƴ ƻŦ 
ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘΦ  {ŀƴǘƻ ŀƴŘ L ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǎǘŜǇ ǳǇ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǊƻƭŜǎΦ 
 
LŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢!bW /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǎƻƳŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŦƻǊ ¢!bW ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ 
 
L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŀǘ нрǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ ²ƘƛǩƴƎƘŀƳ ¢ǊŀŘƛπ
ǝƻƴŀƭ {Ƙƻƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ !ǇǊƛƭ нлǘƘ - !ǇǊƛƭ ннΦ  hǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 
¢!bW ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƛǎ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ !ǇǊƛƭ нмǎǘ ŀǘ ммΥол ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нƴŘ 
ƅƻƻǊ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ .ŀǊƴΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǇǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ¢!bWΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ōŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ōȅ Ƴȅ ǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ ƘƛΦ  {ŀƴǘƻ ŀƴŘ 
L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŀƳǇƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǿŜ Řƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΦ  L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŎŀƳǇ ŬǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƘƻƻǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƭŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ 
 
CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ  L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ 5ƻŎ 5Ŝ/ŀǊƻ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ¢!bWΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ōƛƎ ǎƘƻŜǎ 
ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴǘƻ ōǳǘ L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǘƻ ¢!bWΦ   
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¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ Χ .Ŝƴ tŜŀǊǎƻƴ 
 

Ben Pearson, regarded by many as the ñFatherò of modern 
archery, revolutionized the sport of archery starting in the 
1930s.  It's even been said, "What Henry Ford did for mass 
producing the automobile, Ben Pearson did for mass produc-
ing of archery equipment."  He designed specialized machines 
for mass producing archery products which propelled Ben 
Pearson & Company to lead the world in volume production 
by the end of 1939.  This allowed him to market bows, arrows 
and related tackle to the public at prices within the means of 
the average person.  He thus revived interest in archery. 
 

Ben's dream gained momentum in 1938, when he received 
financial backing from Mr. Carl Haun, an impressed oilman 
form Oklahoma, wanting to buy arrows for his grandson.  On 
March 19, 1938, Ben Pearson Incorporated was formed and 
began commercial operations. 
 
 

In 1945, Ben Pearson archery sales exceeded $1,600,000 with 
Pearson equipment being sold in 49 states and several foreign 
countries.  By 1956 daily production rates averaged 3,000 doz-
en arrows and 4-5,000 bows. 
 

In 1967 over a thousand archers competed in The International 
Indoor Archery Championship, sponsored by Ben Pearson, at 
Cobo Hall in Detroit, Michigan.   The tournament was the 
largest indoor event of its kind from its inception in 1959 as 
the ñBen Pearson Open.ò 
 

Ben Pearson was known for his exhibition shooting skills but 
was also a passionate bowhunter.  Various game fell to his 
famed ñBushmaster takedownò and ñDead Headò broad head 
including two world record bear in the spring of 1965 (a bar-
ren ground grizzly and polar bear). 
 

Ben Pearson was awarded the W.H.Compton medal of Honor, 
National Archery Hall of 
Fame as charter inductee 
(1972), 
The National Sporting 
Goods Industry Hall of 
Fame, The Arkansas 
Sports Hall of Fame, The 
Arkansas Outdoor Sports-
menôs Hall as charter in-
ductee, & The Arkansas 
Bow hunters Hall of Fame 
(charter inductee). 
 

Ben passed away on 
March 2, 1971 at the age 
of 72 and he was subse-
quently inducted in 1972 
(the year of inception) into 
The Archery Hall of Fame 
in Grayling, Michigan. 

Archery Archives 
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