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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 

    A few weeks ago, the Appalachian Bowmen of Sussex 
County hosted their 17th Annual Whittingham Tradi-
tional Archery Rendezvous. As in the past, it is still one of 
the premier events in the Tri-State Area. Steve Carey and 
his club ran another outstanding event. This year, they 
broke their attendance record and there was great 
weather all weekend. Steve told me many that attended 
this year decided to camp out instead of making it only a 
one day event.  During the weekend you could see the 
Appalachian Bowmen working nonstop to ensure every-
one enjoyed themselves. Many people do not realize 
how many days it takes just to clear the fields and cut 
lanes which are done usually weeks before the event. I 
told Steve, at the end of the weekend, that some TANJ 
members told me that they would like to help out next 
year to clear the fields & lanes and when they have a 
work party planned, please email me so I can see who 
can come and help.  He greatly appreciated that.  
 
    Our 16th !ƴƴǳŀƭ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ¢!bW ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ άǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 
ǊƻƻƳ ƻƴƭȅέ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǾƻǘŜŘ 
on. Awards were given out to those TANJ members who 
went above and beyond the call of duty for the club.       
Since our meeting, we sent donation checks to The Ox-
ford Central School Archery Team, North Jersey Spinal 
Navigators, Physically Challenged Bowhunters of Amer-
ica & the North American Bowhunters Coalition. We also 
sent a Silver sponsorship donation to the New Jersey 
Outdoor Alliance (NJOA), a grass roots organization. We 
showed our deep appreciation for all their work they 
have done in representing the N.J. outdoor sportsman 
community of bowhunters, fisherman, boaters and trap-
pers. Thanks to their hard work Gov. Corzine signed the 
Sunday Bowhunting bill into Law. The NJOA along with 
the UBNJ were the backbone behind the passage of the 
bill.  Past UBNJ President Jack Spoto and current Presi-
ŘŜƴǘ .Ǌƛŀƴ ά.ŀŎǎέ 5ƻƭƻōŀŎǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭ ŦƛǾŜ 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ǿƘŜƴ ά.ŀŎǎέ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¦.bW [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ 
Representative and it was their dream to have Sunday 
Bowhunting for all to enjoy in New Jersey. 
 
    We had our 1st Annual Texas-Wack-Um contest 
(which came to me one sleepless night) during the week-
end and it was ran by TANJ council member Al Klenk. His 
son-in law Jeff Strauss & his daughter Jennifer of Alle-
gheny Mountain Bow Co. donated a one of a kind cus-

tom made Mountain Bow just for this event.  It was a 
снέΣ рмІϪнуέ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ .ƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ tǊƛŎƪƭȅ tŜŀǊ [ƛƳōǎΦ 
We had archers flinging hundreds of shafts at playing 
cards all weekend so that their name would be entered 
in a raffle for the grand prize. Most of the monies gener-
ated during this shoot were donated to the North Jersey 
Spinal Navigators Wheelchair Archery Team. The winner 
of the bow was Tom Conroy who just joined the TANJ on 
Sunday morning and took three shots at the cards and 
scored all 3 times. 
 
   We also hosted the Denton Hill Eagle Eye where if you 
Ƙƛǘ ŀ мέ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ Řƻǘ ƻƴ ŀ о-D deer at 15 yds. you then 
qualify to attend their ETAR Championships at Denton 
Hill in July. This is the first time we had no one qualify 
but we raised $116 for their PBS youth event. I also 
made a call to ETAR to see if TANJ can have a table and 
am waiting for a call. I would like to thank Ron Ellison 
and Joe Serrano for their time and effort on running that 
ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢!bW ǿƛƭƭ Ǌǳƴ ŀƴ ά9ŀƎƭŜ 9ȅŜέ 
at our Knock-A-Block at Bent Creek in June and at  the 
ά[ŀǎǘ aŀƴ {ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎέ ŀǘ .ƭŀŎƪ YƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
want to qualify, come on down. 
 
   hƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊ оǊŘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ ¢!bW άtƛƎ 
hǳǘέ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƘŀŘ мллҌ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ¢!bW ŀƴŘ 
the Appalachian Bowmen attended with their families. 
Later we invited all the campers to help finish off the 
Pulled Pork & Pasta. We had our dinner catered this year 
by K&D Island Café owned by Dennis Grella. His brother 
Kevin is our shoot coordinator and volunteered to run 
the event. We had enough Pulled Pork, Chicken, Pasta in 
addition to Salad, Beans & Potato Salad to feed Robin 
Hood and all of Sherwood Forest for a month. TANJ 
members manned the grill along side of Kevin, Terry 
&Cody. I thank Dennis, Don, Joe & Jim for stepping up 
during the night and preparing the feast that was to 
come. 
 
   We had many compliments about the food that night 
and on Sunday so we decided to book K&D for next year. 
Next year we will make sure everyone knows before 
hand and we will have signs along the trail to direct you 
where it will be held. We are also thinking of having two 
sittings, one for members (free) and one for non mem-
bers for a small fee. So please mark your calendars for 
next year and invite your friends to join TANJ and all you 
will need is a chair and drink of choice and join us at the  
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¢!bW пǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ άtƛƎ hǳǘέΗ  
 
    Back in March, TANJ was involved in supporting the 
new public Archery Range being built in Clark, N.J., The 
Oak Ridge Archery Range. Kevin Grella and John Farley 
attended and represented TANJ and the motion was  

voted on and passed.  We must also recognize Mike Tully 
¢!bW ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDǳǘ ¸ŀƴƪŜǊǎέΣ 
who helped lead the charge on this public range and has 
been in Clark watching and helping guide the township 
on what the range should look like and most of all mak-
ing it safe for all to shoot. You will be able to shoot out 
to 80 meters when it opens in July and must first sign up 
for a permit and bring  your own target butt. 
 
    On Saturday May 2nd, TANJ along with UBNJ, Black 
Knights, WaXoBe Club, SFAA ,Monmouth County Federa-
tion & NJOA hosted a Youth Archery Day at L&H Woods 
and Water in Wall Township. Over 66 kids and their 
families attended and we had a record turnout of 21 vol-
unteers that came to help instruct the kids. The volun-
teers, all from the above organizations, started to teach 
at 8:30 a.m. and did not stop until 3 p.m. without a 
break, even in the pouring rain. Trophies, Medals, Rib-
bons and Pins were given out to the kids along with door 
prizes throughout the day. 
 
    On Saturday June 13th, we have our 1st Annual Tradi-
tional Knock-A-Block Muzzy type shoot which will be 
hosted at Bent Creek. Aldo Bonacasta will be running 
this event and anyone wishing to know more about this 
fun-filled event please call Aldo at (609) 597-7639. You 
can also go to our website at (www.tradnj.com), Bent 
Creeks or Tradgang websites to see the flyer. If you 
never shot at one of these block-type shoots, please 
come and see what all the fun is about. You will need 
WǳŘƻ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΗ  .ǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōƭŀǎǘΗ 
 
   We now have long sleeve, black, mock turtle neck TANJ 
ǎƘƛǊǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ мпέ ŀǊǊƻǿ ƎƻƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǎƭŜŜǾŜ 
and a bowhunter at full draw on the back with our club 
ƴŀƳŜ Ǉƭǳǎ ά¢!bWέ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀǊǊƻǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 
are cool looking and we hope that you will wear one at 
your next 3-D event or hunt. So please purchase one and 
help support TANJ and what we do. 
 
  As many of you know we lost a TANJ member Chet 
Vacca and he will be missed by all of us that enjoyed 

shooting with him for many years. At 3-D shoots Chet 
(Skinny) would bet that you could not make any of his 
crazy shots between forked trees, around huge boulders, 
under tree trunks, standing on one leg, down steep in-
clines, up slate rock walls all of us trying to hit the 3-D 
target and as always no one could. We always all came 
back with many bent and broken arrows. Many local 
sporting shops loved when we went out shooting for the 
day with Chet and always came to buy new shafts the 
next day. Chet we will miss you dearly and you saying 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǘ ά.Ŝǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ϸм Φлл 
but have to shoot at it this way.έ 
 
    TANJ is looking for a TANJ Treasurer and a Merchan-
dise Director and if you think you are qualified please 
send an email to your TANJ Council so that we may re-
view. During the Whittingham weekend, Darlene Mas-
cino was a great help working at our TANJ Table along 
with other members and we would like to thank them 
all. 
 
    In closing I would like to thank my wife Marilyn and 
my children Charles and Jamie who have been very pa-
tient with me for not being around for the last seven 
years on many weekends & weekdays. First serving as 
your Shoot Coordinator and now President but they 
know where TANJ stands in my heart. 
 Nuff Said, 
 El Presidente 
DŜǊǊȅ ά5ƻŎέ 5Ŝ/ŀǊƻ 

I tip my quiver to you, 

Gerry òDocó DeCaro,  
El Presidente 

Traditional Archers of New Jersey 
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THANK YOU ALL SO 

MUCH!!!  
 

I   do hope you will in-

dulge me for just a bit 

as I try to put into words 

whatôs on my heart after at-

tending the NJ Bowhunterôs 

Game Dinner this past Febru-

ary28th when I was given the 

honor of being inducted into 

the UBNJ-TANJ Hall Of 

Fame.  Humbled and over-

whelmed sums up the feelings 

that went through me when I 

was presented with this honor, 

but itôs far more than that and 

ñthank yousò are in order. 

 

First and foremost, I thank our 

Dear Lord for blessing me 

with the eyes to see the beauty 

in His creations and for the 

talent and ability to recreate it 

in all forms of mediums.  Then I thank all of you 

men, women and children who have made my 27 

year career one that I can truly say I love. 

 

ALL of you have played a part in every picture I 

may draw or paintðevery carvingðno matter what 

the medium I choose to work with.  I donôt think that 

you realize how eloquent you are when you describe 

your communion with nature and the outdoors.  

Youôre the ones who put the pictures in my mind.  

You might think that youôre relating your hunt, but I 

hear much more than that.  You set the mood, time 

of day, weather conditions, your awareness of all 

that surrounds you and whatôs going on inside of 

your head as you anticipate all of the possibilities. 

You also reveal your heart and your love and appre-

ciation of nature right down to the chickadee that 

decides to perch on your gun barrel.  I could not do 

what I do if I didnôt know the subjects I portray and 

all of you have played a big part of understanding 

the total picture and I thank you for that! 

 

When I say that I know the subjects I portray, I have 

to thank Leonard Lee Rue III 

and my husband Reg for 

their ñcritiquesò and neither 

of them ever worried about 

sparing my feelings.  Both 

are the finest naturalists I 

know.  In the early 80ôs, Len 

was giving a presentation 

down at our kids school and 

I went to see it.  After the 

presentation I got up the 

nerve to speak with him and 

mentioned that I painted a 

little bit and that I had 

painted one of his pictures of 

a fawnðon velvet no less.  

To my great surprise he said, 

ñWhere do you live?ò I told 

him and he looked at his 

watch and said, ñOK, I get 

through here at 4pmðIôll be 

up to see it then!ò  Needless 

to say I was thrilled, but then 

the enormity of Leonard Lee 

Rue III coming to my house to see a velvet painting 

of one of his pictures hit me and I started to quake in 

my shoes.  What in the world had I done?   

 

Well, Len came up and I shook, but he saw some-

thing in that painting and so began the mentor/

friendship that lasts to this day.  He invited us up 

and told me to take whatever photos I wanted for 

reference.  He also asked that I would bring my 

work for him to see and critique.  When we went up  

A Letter from  NJ Hall of Famer  

 

 Irene Bowers 
  

2009 Archery Hall of Fame Inductee 


